
What role are new library buildings playing  
in urban development in Europe? The  
public library in Birmingham designed by 
Mecanoo and the Mediathèque in Saint- 
Denis-la-Plaine designed by Antonini +  
Darmon Architectes show some interesting 
approaches. 

Library of Birmingham, 

Building owner: Birmingham City 

Council (UK) 

Architects: Mecanoo, Delft (NL) 

Completed: 4/2013 

Plumber: EMCOR Group,  

Birmingham (UK)
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Striking downtown structures

As recently as ten years ago, Birmingham 

was a city characterized by decades of de-

cline and structural change. However, any-

one visiting this major city today will get a 

has set itself the ambitious goal of realign-

ing its economic foundations and becom-

ing one of the most livable cities in the 

world by 2031. Connected to this are sever-

in the city center. These include the new 

city’s social and cultural hub. 

Transparent ringed facade

-

-

Green building: nominated for 
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-

ertory Theatre (a building from the 1960s) 

and the neoclassical facade of Baskerville 

-

identity. With its roof gardens, glass fa-

-

-

structure 

-

which the architect Francine Houben of 

of this once industrial city. 

The largest library in Western Europe

educational uses and even features a com-

munity health center, a roof garden and a 

It is currently the largest library in Western 

day, the library is not only a source of 

aims to encourage research and innovation 

natural light and ventilation. At the heart of 

the building is a large book rotunda which 

Systematic sustainability

The public library in Birmingham 

not only distinguishes itself with 

its outstanding architecture. 

Thanks to its sustainable concept 

in the areas of design, material, 

energy and ecology, it is also nom-

inated for BREEAM “Excellent” 

in this respect is water consump-

tion and recovery, particularly in 

the toilet facilities. The Geberit 

products used here – such as the 

-

ing meeting the stringent require-

ments for BREEAM “Excellent” 

 

-

to other areas. The roof also houses a very 

-

ing room has been reassembled in this 

the golden rotunda, the famous Shake-

distance across the city. 

A Parisian box of books

la-Plaine is one of the suburbs character-

down infrastructure is cited as one of the 

and work areas. 

Room” is located in the rotunda on 

the roof.
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Mediathèque,  

Building owner: SEM Plaine Com-

mune, Saint-Denis-la-Plaine (FR) 

Architects: Antonini + Darmon 

 Architectes urbanistes, Paris (FR) 

Completed: 12/2013 

Plumber: E.M.R. company, 

Coupvray (FR) 
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strips of wood – the Mediathèque 

in Saint-Denis-la-Plaine.

now reacting to this situation with a range 

-

ment of the new neighborhood Landy-

new library with archive rooms has been 

built. The new building was designed by the 

-

architects, the library is to be an architec-

tural icon and a symbolic sign on the city-

-

rary design. 

Reduced on a monastic scale

The cubic building is clad with delicate ver-

 

-

-

tion area and the garage for mobile libraries 

-

eas can be directly reached via a central 

rooms surround an inner courtyard which 

somewhat monastic, the library aims to be-
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