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An exemplary metal titan

Resembling a cut diamond, the new SwissTech Convention Center stands proudly at the north entrance to the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne
(CH). Featuring a shiny metal roof with an expansive overhang, it represents a new
urban landmark on the university campus. However, the striking Convention Center
designed by the Lausanne-based architecture firm Richter Dahl Rocha & Associés
architectes not only features exemplary architecture, it is also a role model when it
comes to sustainability – receiving high praise and plaudits such as “ultra-modern”
and “a role model for Europe”.
The SwissTech Convention Center not only features an array of high-tech equipment
under its 1,000-ton metal skin, but also a western facade that is equipped with 300
square meters of dye-sensitized solar cells. These colorful cells generate up to 2,000
kilowatts of renewable energy a year while acting as a shading screen and reducing
the energy required for cooling. In addition to constituting structural foundation and
support elements, five experimental thermic piles also function as heat exchangers
and save the energy generated by the solar modules in order to compensate for
seasonal fluctuations.
Ecological, economic and social aspects were taken into account throughout this flagship project for sustainable building right down to the smallest detail – from environmentally sustainable materials and exemplary energy efficiency right through to the
quality of the interior and the optimal connection to existing infrastructures.

Geberit Annual Report 2014

Alain Piller, Managing Director, engineering firm
Duchein SA, Villars-sur-Glâne (CH)

“Only sustainable products were permitted
in the SwissTech Convention Center. We
optimally took care of the sound insulation
aspect – a feature of key importance in the
Convention Center – by installing the Geberit Silent-db20 piping system and additional insulation in the form of Geberit Isol.”
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Christian Röthenmund, Managing Director,
MINERGIE Switzerland, Bern (CH)

Thomas Wälti, Head of Technical Advisory
Services – Central Region, Geberit Vertriebs
AG, Rapperswil-Jona (CH)

“Water efficiency and sound insulation are
decisive factors for the Minergie-Eco standard. The sound-absorbing drainage pipes
from Geberit emit only extremely low noise
levels. From a Minergie standpoint, the water
efficiency of the WC flushing systems – with
dual-flush actuators or stop-and-go flush – is
just as key a step in the right direction.”

“Sustainability is a central theme at research
institutes such as the Swiss Federal Institute
of Technology in Lausanne. At Geberit, sustainability is practiced from product development right through to use on the construction
site. We were thus able to convince everyone
involved in the building project that our products were the right choice.”
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