
A green shopping  
experience
 “Emporia” shopping mall, Malmö, Sweden

“Emporia” is the name of the new giant 

shopping mall that was opened in Malmö  

at the end of 2012. With a store space of 

68,000 square meters and around 200 

small and large stores, “Emporia” is one of 

the largest shopping centers in Europe. 

center is located in Hyllie, a thriving district 

of Malmö that is planned in accordance 

goal of being a model example of sustain-

able urban development. 2,500 new homes 

are to be built in Hyllie by 2016.

Colors and plants

“Emporia” was designed by Gert Wingårdh, 

one of the most well-known Swedish archi-

tects. Wingårdh created a striking complex, 

whose characteristic architecture clearly 

sets it apart from the faceless facades of 

conventional shopping malls. The most dis-

tinctive feature is its organically curved, 

amber-colored entrance that welcomes 

side of the center is a second entrance, 

used for the two entrance areas, which bear 

the names Amber Entrance and Sea En-

trance in line with their respective color. 

in order to facilitate orientation as visitors 

move through this giant mall. The shopping 

center also features a Flower Court, where 

to ceiling which house climbing plants. The 

over 3,000 plants featured here make this 

area particularly atmospheric and tranquil. 

The mall’s furnishings were also planned 

right down to the smallest detail. As well as 

six of “Emporia” also feature around 10,700 

“Emporia” is one of the 
largest shopping malls in 
Europe. However, the im-
pressive shopping center 
not only sets itself apart 
thanks to its striking archi-

aspects of a sustainable 
green building and has 

cation.

With its unique architecture, “Emporia” 

clearly sets itself apart from normal 

shopping malls. What was your inspiration 

when creating this unusual design?

Our inspiration for the architec-

ture of “Emporia” was the sky. 

We played with light and space 

and used glass to open up and 

bring the sky into the building. 

Natural materials such as fabric 

and leather give the visitor a 

sense of belonging to nature. Our 

goal was to create a place where 

everybody would feel at home 

every corner. 

-

tion. What measures were implemented  

in order to meet the required standards?

Everything from bicycle park-

installations play an important 

part and it was essential for us 

to create a building that does not 

waste energy. Each product must 

have a purpose and function and 

thereby contribute to the sus-

tainability of the architecture.

Holistic approach

park that spans more than 26,000 square 

meters and is open to the public. Intercon-

nected by pathways, the park’s undulating 

hillocks create areas for play, events and 

view across Öresund and Malmö, the beau-

requirements. The park is one of the rea-

sons why “Emporia” was designated Swe-

-

ping mall. When building the shopping 

center, the focus was on a holistic ap-

-

ments of a green building, focusing on is-

sues relating to energy, environmental 

management, health, transport, water, ma-

terials, waste, land use, pollution and ecol-

ogy. Among other things, the green roof 

provides natural insulation and reduces 

both energy requirements and pollution,  

thus truly representing the icing on the 

cake when it comes to meeting these re-

quirements. For its compliance with sus-

tainability guidelines, “Emporia” received 

What contribution did Geberit make to  

the construction of the “Emporia” 

shopping mall? Were there any particular 

technical challenges that were solved 

using Geberit products? 

It was important in the “Emporia” 

project that the materials used 

were light and easy to work with 

in order to avoid any unneces-

sary burden for the installers. We 

therefore chose to use Geberit 

Mepla piping system rather than 

traditional piping which entails 

the welding and lifting of heavy 

pipes. Mepla piping system not 

only made it easier but also a lot 

faster to install the piping.   

To what extent did Geberit products  

In order to receive BREEAM 

to be assessed and approved. 

Geberit products made it easy  

to achieve this approval. In 

 

 

order to achieve BREEAM certi-

 

cisterns this was possible. 

Interview with the architects Gert Wingårdh and Joakim Lyth on the architectural concept and 

Economy of time and sustainable 
products

 The amber-colored entrance welcomes visitors to “Emporia” in impressive style. 

 Plants climb up the ropes in the Flower Court.

 The galleries are designed in different colors to improve orientation for visitors.
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Emporia shopping mall, Malmö (SE)

Building owner: Steen & Strøm Sverige AB, 

Stockholm (SE) 

Architects: Gert Wingårdh, Gothenburg (SE) 

Completion: 10/2012 

Plumber: Bravida Sverige AB, Stockholm (SE)
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Actuator plates Sigma10, Sigma80 and Mambo 

Mepla piping systems 

Mapress piping systems 

PE-HD piping systems

  


